
International Development Seminar: Institutional barriers to 
improvement in energy and public health in Armenia  
 
Press Release 
November 12, 2008  

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Armenian Environmental Network (AEN) was joined by 
the Armenian Network of America to present up to date information on energy and public 
health in Armenia on November 12, 2008 at the Law Offices of Hogan and Hartson, LLP 
in downtown Washington. 
 
The speakers included Dr. Charles Dunlap, senior program manager of the US Civilian 
Research and Development Foundation, and Isabella Bablumian, consultant at the World 
Bank.   
 
Dr. Dunlap gave an overview of the institutional challenges to an objective study of the 
Medzamor nuclear power plant and the barriers related to its closure.  Dr. Dunlap 
presented data from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
on the amount of alpha radiation in the Medzamor River collected over a 12-month 
period including a correlation with rainfall, which suggests that there is evidence of a 
spillage in the vicinity of the plant.  Although Armenia has stated intentions to close 
down the plant in 2007, the U.S. said it would fund a study on rebuilding a new power 
plant.  Dr. Dunlap stated, “This is where the institutional process is failing the country.  
The objective evaluation of whether this decision is good or bad for the country is not 
being made; it’s very much a politically driven concern.” 
 
Dr. Dunlap also presented his own research data conducted in Armenia on the exposure 
of the population to lead.  Toxic effects from lead poisoning, including low growth rate, 
decreased IQ, and behavioral problems in children from lead poisoning is a serious issue 
facing families in Armenia.  Through his research, Dr. Dunlap traced the cause of the 
lead to abandoned car batteries in apartment yards.  He stated, “There is no good system 
for taking the car batteries and recycling them.  It is something that is easily solved 
through public education and intervention from the Ministry of Health.   
 
Following up on the theme of institutional barriers to development in Armenia, Ms. 
Bablumian presented her research on the problems with Armenia’s healthcare.  Many of 
these problems spring from the collapse of the Soviet Union and the wave of privatization 
and decentralization that took hold of many aspects of the country’s development.  There 
was a lack of infrastructure and framework to deal with the newly emerging healthcare 
system, and therefore reforms were not completed.   Through her research, Ms. 
Bablumian found that the Ministry of Health lacks the supervisory and regulatory powers 
to oversee the healthcare institutions.  She stated, “If you have a facility that is only 
governed by market forces you can’t expect it to do the best for people and to provide 
quality healthcare. You also need some regulations or laws to enforce quality and enforce 
access for people who are poor and can’t afford it – they have to have some sort of access 



to healthcare facilities.”  She concluded, “Because of a lack of patient follow up and data 
on the quality of care, the government is unaware of the problems and so cannot take 
steps to change them.  With the average doctor’s salary at $50 a month, it is clear that 
Armenia’s healthcare is in desperate need of a financing mechanism.”   
 
The event was AEN’s third in a series of policy discussions.  “We’re very glad to be 
working with the Armenian Network of America to present such important and vital 
information regarding public health and energy in Armenia to members of the Armenian-
American community.  “These are very timely issues, and it is eye-opening to learn about 
the barriers to Armenia’s improvement, in addition to the fundamental causes of the 
problems facing Armenia.  This will allow us to work towards an effective solution,” said 
AEN executive director, Serda Ozbenian.   
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Serda Ozbenian, serda.ozbenian@armenia-environment.org 
 
 

The Armenian Environmental Network (AEN) is a network of development professionals and students, 
aimed at promoting awareness of environmental and energy concerns in Armenia.  For more information, 

visit http://www.armenia-environment.org/ 
 

The Armenian Network of America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the 
advancement of the Armenian American Community. For more information, visit http://www.armnet.org/ 

 


